HALE VETERINARY CLINIC

Fraser Hale ,DVM, FAVD, DiplAVD( ~ EOARDCERTIFED

The following photo essay demonstrates normal, desirable and functional
oral/dental anatomy. It shows the proper number of teeth properly proportioned
for the size of the mouth and properly spaced in a properly constructed and
proportioned set of jaws.
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I have labelled each tooth with its Modified Triadan number and a map of the
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mouth with these numbers and radiographs of a healthy set of teeth (in a

EMAIL different animal) can be found at
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The only place in a dog's mouth that there should be any tooth-to-tooth contact IS where the upper molars (110 and 109 on the right side) contact the lower molars (411,
410 and the distal cusp of 409 on the rlght srde Tooth 108 comes down on the lip srde of 409 but does not touch it at all. The other premolars are lined up in a "pinking
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The only place in a dog's mouth that there should be any tooth-to-tooth contact is where the upper molars (110 and 109 on the right side) contact the lower molars (411, 410 and the distal cusp of 409 on the right side. Tooth 108 comes down on the lip side of 409 but does not touch it at all. The other premolars are lined up in a "pinking shear" arrangement
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when the mouth is closed, the occlusal tables of 110 and 109

contact the occlusal tables of 411, 410 and 409. No where else In a

dog's mouth should there be any tooth to tooth contact and no"where should there
be any tooth to soft tissue contacts.
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when the mouth is closed, the occlusal tables of 110 and 109
contact the occlusal tables of 411, 410 and 409. No where else in a 
dog's mouth should there be any tooth to tooth contact and no where should there
be any tooth to soft tissue contacts.
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Pinking shear arrangement of premolar teeth
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Lower canine (404) fitting into space between 
upper canine (104) and 3rd incisor (103)
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Good spacing between teeth with room for a complete collar
of gingival tissue around each tooth
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The proper scissors bite of the incisor teeth.
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Palatal view of the upper teeth showing how they line up front to back in a gentle
curve and with space between the teeth for gingival tissue.
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Palatal view of the upper teeth showing how they line up front to back in a gentle
curve and with space between the teeth for gingival tissue.
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overhead view of the right lower teeth showing proper alignment and spacing.
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